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HOMES 2

AWARD APPEAL
Show and tell us why your pool or spa is one of Central Florida’s finest.
Do you have a pool worth bragging about?
One that’s especially showy? Or is it more on the
subtle side, blending with its surroundings?
Maybe your pool appeals to the neighborhood
kids, or it’s designed mostly for a more-adult
crowd.
Show us your pool, and you could be featured
in the 2008 Central Florida Pool Guide. Here’s
what to do: Go to OrlandoSentinel.com/mypool
where you can choose one (and only one) of six
categories that best describes your pool or spa.
Then upload your best image to the Web site and
write briefly why your pool or spa is the best in
that category. Anyone in Central Florida can enter through midnight Saturday. Be sure to include your name and the city where you live.
After the submission period, anyone in cyberspace can view our photo gallery and may vote
for their favorite pools in each category from
Feb. 10 until midnight Feb. 17. Details on how to
vote will be on the Web site. The top choices in
each category will be featured in the Central
Florida Pool Guide, a special edition of the

Homes section, on March 9. If your pool already
has been featured in the Orlando Sentinel, you
are not eligible.
Here’s a peek at the categories for Readers’
Choice Awards:
Most Artistic: Is more work-of-art than workhorse.
Most Kid-friendly: Has features that appeal to
youngsters.
Most Innovative: Has amenities that set it
apart from plain-Janes.
Most Entertaining: Offers a great place to
party.
Most Natural: Blends in best with the home’s
surroundings.
Most Likely to Inspire Envy: Has neighbors
turning green.
We’ll be looking for great stories to tell about
the coolest pools in Central Florida. Now show
us your pool.
VINCE HOBBS/ORLANDO SENTINEL FILE

— TERRI WINEFORDNER
FEATURES SECTIONS EDITOR

Paul and Dorene Roloff call their pool ‘Paradise in Winter Springs’ — and rightfully so. It features a cave
with a cascading waterfall, and readers chose it for ‘Best Retreat’ in last year’s Readers’ Choice Awards.

Today’s kids help
homes stay in style
The idea of creating for sprouts spurs
cool design concepts to sprout forth.
By CLAIRE WHITCOMB
UNIVERSAL PRESS SYNDICATE

If you don’t have kids, get some. Fast. Because the
pitter-patter of little feet is the coolest decorating accessory in town.
It isn’t just that tousle-haired kids, jumping on snappily designed sofas, signal you care more about life
than style. Dogs can convey that same message and
often do.
It’s that kids inspire clever design: a mod table, a
graphic rug, a fairy-tale bed.
From map-of-the-world wallpaper to school-locker
storage, from modern-art mobiles to small-scale Bertoia wire chairs, contemporary kids seem to come
equipped with possessions that grown-ups adore.
Not only that — kids motivate architects to design
great things: a fireman-style pole that provides a quick
transition from upstairs to down, a slide that runs
alongside a stairway, room dividers with elliptical cutouts so little ones can nest and play.
These are just some of the kid-friendly inspirations
showcased in The Family at Home: Love, Life, Style
by Anita Kaushal (Clarkson Potter, $45).
Kaushal has her rubber ducks in a row. She knows
“the true enjoyment of a home” is as dependent on “the
things that we do there — sleeping, eating together,
conversing, sharing books and, yes, even watching
television — as it is about what we put into it.”
Thankfully, she offers strategies for dealing with
what we put into our homes. Toys can be artfully contained in bowls, baskets and oversized glass jars. Clutter can be tucked into drawers beneath window seats
or whisked behind a beautiful folding screen.
In The Family at Home, there are no velvet ropes.
Kids are welcome to wander, frolic and participate in
all that a house offers, even cooking.
The latter task doesn’t have to be real. Children will
happily stir pots on a play stove set next to Mommy and
Daddy’s gourmet version. And they’ll let you get dinner
on the table if they have a play cupboard filled with
grown-up things: a pot to bang with a wooden spoon,
plastic containers to make towers, and a bowl to fill
with soapy water.
“These timeless playthings will not only improve
your child’s development,” Kaushal says, “but fewer
toys also make for better concentration.”
Timelessness is a theme in The Family at Home. In
the living room, the “toys” are piles of pillows that give
kids a place to nest and make forts. In the kitchen, old
country tables provide a childproof place to make a
mess. In the nursery, an Eames-era rocking chair substitutes for a nursing glider.
As for the art on the walls, family pictures add
drama, especially in long hallways. To give them a unified look, Kaushal suggests reprinting them in sepia or
black and white and hanging them 2 inches apart in
standard black frames with white mats.
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PROVIDENCE

A GOLF & COUNTRY CLU B COMMUNITY
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Buy Now. Play Now.
Now is your opportunity to buy the home of your dreams in
Central Florida’s newest Golf & Country Club community, Providence.
Homes are affordably priced and inventory homes are available
for immediate occupancy with builder incentives!*
Move in today and begin living an exceptional lifestyle
with all of the amenities Providence has to offer.

Golf Course & Country Club
Family Aquatic & Fitness Center
Tennis Courts

Single Family Homes, Vacation Homes & Villas
From the $200’s to over $1 Million
Providence is a 24 Hr. Manned Gated Community
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PENNY WINCER

Whee, how cool is that? A fire pole could connect a girl’s
bedroom with a play room on a home’s ground floor.

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS
D T
ec o
or ur
at ou
ed r
M 18
od
el
s!

ABD Development Company
Lennar Homes Toll Brothers Meritage Homes Contempo Signature Homes
863-427-7528 • Villas: 863-424-1711
863-424-0888
863-420-2747
863-420-9983
863-424-0219

Homes:

Models Open!

Models Open!

Models Open!

Models Open!

Vacation Homes - Models Open!

863-427-7579 • ProvidenceFlorida.com

ABD
To visit Providence: Take I-4 to Exit 58 (CR 532). Turn east onto CR 532 and go to Hwy. 17-92.
Turn right and go approximately 3 miles to the entrance on the left.
*Limited to a select builders and their available inventory homes. Not all builders will have inventory homes.
Offers will vary by builder. See each builder for complete details.
ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE REFERENCE TO THE DOCUMENTS
REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. PRICES, FEATURES AND AMENITIES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.
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